HISTORIC

WACHIEFC
to protect and to preserve

Do You lEver Read These?
In this month's edition we wanted to make a
plea for members to get involved, to express their
interests and concerns, and to take advantage of
the opportunities and benefits of your membership
with Historic Waxahachie. This printed and
delivered volume is a convenient way to do all
three.
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Historic Hunt

Inside you will find our basic contact
State of Our Depots
information, a directory of people to contact, a
reminder to RSVP for our History Hunt, and a
VI. Survey Page
simple survey to rnail back to us. Many historical
resources slip away simply from a lack of
awareness, so please reach out to us freely through any of these mediums.

V.

I hope that you continue to read these newsletters, and I anticipate that
everyone will find a spare minute to give us some feedback, lick an envelope and slide
it in the mail. It is critical that we have the guidance and opinions of our members in
order to provide you all with an organization worthy of membership, and further
guarantee that we do our part in preserving our ever dwindling historic resources.

Did You Know?
"Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that do damage to
historical materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible."
- Secretary of The
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Hflstorflc Waxahachf,e Inc.
"To educate the public to the cultural, historic and educational
benefits to the community from the protection, enhancement
and perpetuation of areas and structures which embody
elements of Waxahachie's social, cultural, economic,
political and architectural history."
Contacts
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P.O.Box22
Waxahachie, TX 75168

President
Newsletter
Membership
Programs/Events

Nancy Post
Craig Hargrove
Becky Kauffman
Kathleen Bowen
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Thamk You!
Patron Members
Nan Burleson

fim and Becky Kauffman

Tom and Claire Crabb

Bob and Gretchen Lewis

Doug and Peggy Crabtree

Greg and Shan Nehib

Peter and fane Crum

fim Pitts

Rick and Cheryl Davenport

Nancy Post

Bob and Sharon Diana

College Street Pub

Bob and Sherry Dyess

Ralph and Marion Reynolds

Larry and Glinda Felty

Nancy Ross

Mike and Nancy Fenton

Bruce Rust and fane Wedding

fohn and Arlene Hamilton

Max and Earlane Simpson

Chad and Rainey Hicks

Brett and f oyce Thacker

Kirk Hunter and Maureen Moore

Harold Vinyard Family

Clay and Lara f enkins

fohn and Mary Wedel

FIf,stonfle Waxahaehfle

Dot Comr

Our website is consistently updated with our goals, projects, and accomplishments.
Learn more and listen to the collection of local oral Histories by visiting us at:
WVWV. H I STO RI CWAXAHAC H I E. C O M

filflstory Filunt
0n Saturday, October 15th HWI will host its first History Hunt at the Waxahachie City
Cemetery. We will gather at 4:30 p.m. near the Texas Historical Commission Marker.
Greeters and Guides will be there to assist you.

o

4:30 - 5:30 - In scavenger-hunt style, we will search the cemetery for the
headstones of some of our well-known historical residents. As you find the
gravestones, you will fill out a card. At the end of the walk, you'll turn in your
card to be eligible for aprize drawing later that evening.

o

5:30 - 7 t3O - We will meet at the home of |ane Wedding and Bruce Rust at 210
Hawkins for a great evening, complete with small plates and drinks.

S.

We hope you will find this to be a fun and educational event that encourages you to
continue to learn more about the rich history that exists in this beautiful cemetery.
HWI wants everyone to enjoy the evening and participate within your safety and
comfort restrictions. For those who do not wish to walk, we will have chairs available
at the cemetery so you can sit and visit with us. You can also skip the cemetery walk
and simply join us at 5:30 at 210 S. Hawkins. This event is not suitable for children
under 1,2 years of age.
Because this is a catered event, HWI needs an accurate headcount of attendees.
RSVPS are required no later than September 29rh. RSVP to Kathleen Bowen at
97 2.937 .1.57 5 or kpbowen2 @att,net.
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The Loomrfl*g Rflsk to Our Depots
The threat to our historic train depots is
not a new story, yet it is as tragic as ever.
Penn Station fell in'64, and since then it
has been a continuous battle to preserve
these hubs of our foundation.
The images of Penn Station and
Grand Central Station are seared into the
minds of most Americans over the age of
50, but it is the smaller depots, the rural
depots that carried cotton and soldiers
from the far flung reaches of the country
that need our continued attention if they
have hopes of living to see another
century.
We are lucky to live in Waxahachie,
a city truly committed to preserving our
Historic Resources, but not all cities are
as fortunate, and most depots, whether
from lack of funding or interest, are
allowed to rot or be demolished for new
and shinier objects.
Take for instance the Santa Fe in
Snyder, TX, featured in last quarters
Preservation Texas Newsletter for it's
hinging fate. The Santa Fe Railroad
Company commissioned Louis S. Curtiss
to build this depot in Snyder, TX in 1910,
taking the city from a population of 9,000
to 22,000 nearly overnight. It was the
central hub for commerce, it transported
our troops in WWI and rvVWII, and it was
built with an incredibly unique design
that can scarcely be replicated again. Yet,
it lays in Snyder, TX rottingaway.
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The more devastating stories are those like
the Sanderson Rail Road Depot, which was the
oldest building in the county and preceded the
town. Placed on the "Most Endangered List" in
2005, it was fought for by a dedicated, yet
underfunded, Iocal organization. This lack of
funding coupled with short deadlines put in place
by the railroad companies brought the
Sanderson Rail Road Depot to demolition in late
201,2. The residents of this county are left with a
measly Amtrak platform with which to
remember the oldest building in the county, and
the building most responsible for its original
creation.

Preservation often comes down to an allocation of a scarce pool of resources,
and the smaller the community the scarcer the resources. These depots often have a
architectural design and secondary economic use that can rival some of the best
preservation projects around. And, these buildings seem are usually a resource worth
fighting for

Name Thf,s Street
Put the street name of this Historic Home on the attached
survey and we will put you in a drawing to win 4 tickets
to Gingerbread Tour.

RSVP for

Historic Hunt

Members Name:
Attending:

Yes-

Number of Party:

No

Ways To Get Involved
1) HWI Board:

Yes-

2) Courthouse Tours:

No

Yes-- No-

3) |oin an HWI Committee:

Yes-- No--

How Can We Help?
1J Information on HWI:

Yes-

No

2J Information on Waxahachie's historic resources:

3) Information on HWI's current projects:

4) Information

Yes-No-

Yes-No

on benefits of Historic Properties:

Yes-No

Name This Street
Street Name:
(Be sure to put your name in the information section]

Your Information
Members Name

Return to: P.O. Box ZZ,Waxahachie, TX7 5165

