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Coming Events
Cross Roads Film Festival
October 9-12

Bob Phillips Day
October 25

Celebration of Mural on the
Parks and Recreation

Building

Marker for Bridge Store
David Hudgins wanted a marker at this site located near the 400 block of S. Rogers St.

location. Some believed it was a toll booth.
The photo from circa l9l0 shows the condition of the store at that time. Surprising it stayed
in business wfiil1972.
because very few people know what was at that

it.

It is not known when the store opened or who opened
The store was located just
southwest of the main bridge on Roger's Street into Waxahachie. Everyone coming or
going from that end oftown had to pass the store and probably stopped to purchase a drink,
food, tobacco, etc. It was more of a general store in a great location, except when there were
floods. Over the years it was probably flooded out many times. In one of the floods, the
water came up so fast that the people on the MKT train had to be rescued with ladders by the
fire department.

All that remains of the buildingin20l4 are the cement front porch and the metal
threshold.
David said that he received help on the project from Ellen Beasley, architectural historian
and Shannon Simpson, curator of the Ellis County Museum.

John Smith, Director of Parks and Recreation Department for
the City of Waxahachie, Larry Felty, President of HWI, Inc,
and David Hudgins HWI Board Member gathered for the official recogrrition o Bridge Store .Marker on August 8,2014.

Annual Ice Cream Social
Multiple ice cream freezers lined the tables at the annual HWI Ice Cream Social on July
12,2014 on the Courthouse Lawn. Members and guests shared the variety of flavors
from traditional chocolate and lemon to grape, orange-pineapple, chocolate-peppermint,
banana, and . . .
Also available were cookies and brownies and bottles of cold water.
Anita Williamson, Director of Down Town Development, invited all to attend the
showing of the movie "Frozen" shown on the screen located on W. Franklin Street,
A special thanks to Anita for being our liaison to the city for the tables and arranging
for clean up. Also thanks to Jane Crum for the invitations, Linda Green, Nancy Post and
Becky Kaufftnan for supplies and setting up.

.

Waxahachie firemen brought an engine
for the children to explore and see the
equipment used for fighting fires and
also rescue missions.

Revision of HWI Downtown Walking Tour Guide
An updated version of the Walking Tour Guide is now available. Becky
Kauffrnan, David Hudgins, Ellen Beasley and Glinda Felty worked on revising the guide to make it current with the additions of HWI markers and correct dating on the buildings. Both the text and the map were reformatted to
make the tour easy to follow.
Copies are available at the Chamber of Commerce and the Ellis County
Museum. Also copies will be placed in local motels to encourage visiting
and appreciating our wonderful historic downtown.

Board of Directors Changes
President Larry Felty reported that three members of the 2014 Board have
resigned for other activities. The contributions of Daniel and Leah Smith and
Linda Green's service, time, and input with directing the business of HWI is
very much appreciated.
Beth Young and Mendy Autry have been added to the board. We look
forward to working with them.

Oral History Project Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed as committee members and participants for HWI's oral history
project. There are many individuals in this area who have interesting and important
stories or information to tell about life in early Waxahachie. This project was started
about 10 years ago, but has been inactive for quite a few years. As our population ages
it becomes increasingly important to capture their stories. Oral history interviews already completed may be found on the HWI website (www.historicwaxahachie.com).
The goals ofthe project are to interview residents who can give a first-hand account of
daily life in Waxahachie's past, and collect information about Waxahachie which could
be used for academic research or public dissemination.
Project approaches include the following:
Topical - focusing on a particular historical event
Autobiographical - one person's life history
Skills or occupations - descriptions and demonstrations of how things were done in
the past
Social history

life, etc.

-

includes ethnic culture, religious practices, gender roles, everyday

Folklore - favorite stories, songs, poems, local legends, girmes and other pastimes
lnterviews will be recorded and transcripts of those recordings will be made available
on the HWI website as well as being on file at the Ellis County Museum and possibly
other public sites.

Anyone who is interested in participating as an interviewer, transcriber, editor or researcher can contact John Wedel at (972) 923-1897 or jawedel@att.net. Training is
being developed for those who want to participate.

Museum Tour

Four HWI volunteers, Peggy Cole, Jerry Chapman, Ed Loveland and
Larry Felty led the members of Airstream Campers on a tour of the courthouse on September 12. They were camped at Lake View Camp and Conference Center.

Crossroads of Texas Film Festival
Sponsored by the Waxahachie Convention and Visitors Bureau, this year's inaugural event will be held October 9-12 and.will celebrate Waxahachie's rich cinematic history, and also pay tribute to some Texas made films and Texas film makers.

The spotlight of this year's festival is the 30th anniversary of "Places in the
Heart" written and directed by Waxahachie native Robert Benton.
For more information, contact www.crossroadsoftxff.com.

For more information about Historic Waxahachie, visit our web site at historicwaxahachie.com

